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1 1 awe, Dem of God, are Words ma- 

5 nifeſting ſomching in the Nature of the D. 
h, i being impoſſible for any CAeoreeble 
dor compound. — to 8 the 
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The — myſterie of the Deity is rather comprehenſive by 
us Dimenſions, then by inſpection of Eſſence. He that will 
make a narrative of the nature and efficacy of the Sau, may 
better effect the ſame by obſe rvation of its influence upon ter- 
reſtrial objects, then thpaugh-iſpe# on the glorious body; 


the former will inform his'reaſ6n, the other may put out hi 
eyes: The ixviſble things ef God, &c. N 


Tacommunice.. be peculiat and incommunicable attributes of God are, 
Die Aurib. 


viz. Omni potency, Omniſciency, Immenſiy, Immutability,”Erer= 
nity, & c. That which is (| of the Peace of God, may be 
truly ſaid of all the Divine Attributes, it paſſeth Anderſtand- 
ing: The ſwmenſuy.of the Dejty is of. roo eg circumſę- 
rence to be cextred in the Can — capacity 
The diſpeniable dimenſ@ns an 3 . 9 
the Perry are, Wrſedome, Holteſs, Eove, 4 
Juſtice, Mercy, & c. and according to, unto what mealure 
any Creature is really beautified with theſe quatficarihanim 
to ſuch a degree he may be ſaid to have commlam WII 
Deity : Enoch walked with God, & c. which walking 
be interpreted to. a pedereuim ambulation, hut uin 
principle. <Mofts ſum God facs ro fare & c 8 
cal Viſion did not conſiſt in the natutal aſpect A znippplonghn 
Phiſognomy, but his ſpiritual apprehenſion in relation to the 
CES 5 Ps ly bald 1 05 fs Tow ; 
' Zach. 8. 23. They ſpall tabs bold of t irt of s 427 
Ps we will go with — for we have hrard God — 
This reſidence of God cannot be conſtrued to any perſonal 
addition; as when we ſay there was a Court of War helq and 
the General them preſent; but to a manifeſtation of Divine 


x power: In this ſenſe you are to underſtand Gen. 39.20: Jeſephr 


was put in priſon, but the Lord mas with him: not as a compa- 
nion in mitery, but as qualification of. camfort>.; 10 714i. 
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Reſurrection and Afſceniion of ſeſus — for by conjunRi- 
on of the Divine Ngzure with Humane, the 
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| (3) | 
ofa, Chriſt, Emanuel, Meſſiab; ate expreſſions which Feſcbrid.- 
Perry — the Lord Jeſws is, in reſpe& to the qualiffca- : 
tions received of God the Father; and al'o, how he ſtandeth 

related unto mankinde in point of benefit: 

Hieb. 1.1. God who at ſundry times, aud in divers manners 

ſpake unto the fathers, mow ſpraks unte us by bis Sen: Here is 

given to unde rſtand, that all former diſcoyeries of God, were 
comparatively cloudy to the perſpicuousDiſpenſation of Chriſt In Divine NS 
Teſus, ubs is the expreſſe image his Fathers perſon : Not a ture. 
hkeneſs of parts of any outward reſemblance, but lively re- 4 
preſentation of Divine Power, through an Humane Proſpe- 
Rive ; that is to ſay, you may plainly read the Wiſdom, Love, 
Power, &c. of. Almighty God, in the Birth, Life, Death, 


| fwlneſs of the Gods: 
head dwelt in him bodily, Col. 2. 9. UND 21] 
1-Tim. 3.16. Great is the myſterie. & godlineſs, God manifeſh 
in the fleſhy, & c. 12 | In 
. Manfeſt in the fleſh in point of Incarnation, without help 
of Formative Vercue ; The Haly Ghoſt overſhadowed;@ c. 
God manifeſt in the fleſ diſputed wich Rabbies at twelve 
years old: Mever man ſpakg as this man; the indes obey, tho 
— are —— 2— rai ſed, lepers cleanſed; ant the 
r the Go 0 ä ' 
165 — inthe fleſh; ſub jection rnb Death, ReſurreRi-- 
on of, the ſame Body, aſcention into glory. Tt | 
.- Tuftified nahe Spirit, Joh. 1. 1. The, word was God, the word 
became fleſb, and we beheld his Glory, &c. the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended down upon him, & c. 3 
The delign of Godthe Father in ſending of the Lord Jeſus: 
Chriſt, was to ceſtiſie his great love to the whole Creation 
Jahn 3.16. God ſo loved the world, Te: | „ 5 
The Tord Jeſus was ſent into the world as a ftuit of Gods · 
love Gudeed the death of Chriſt is a relative Sacrifice for A- 
dur tranſgreſfion)but the ſending of Chriſt into the world to · 
Je for hangers, was 096 co beg new act in God but a de- 
clarative of hat laye was in Cod toward all mankind;'2 Cen 
$3.94 Gad m ili reconciling the worla c. 
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' And whereas it fairh, Hoeverlivek ard waketh imergeſſy= 
on for u It cannot be interpreted unto any concinued tolici- 
ration in reſpeK of Atonement ; bur manifeſtath , that the 
deſign of Almighty God ftandech firm in Jeſus Chriſt, hf 
blood ſpeaketh letter things then that of Abel; the one ven- 


geance, the — to mankinde. 
io 


As the con ju n of the Divine with Humane Nature 


* is, $4 compleared Cod- man, or the Lord Jeſs Chrift ; ſo the parti« 
 dification. . 


 cipation of the Heavenly Vertues of Chriſt in the ſoul, ren · 
drach Chriſtians, ar Diſciples of Jeſus, Except Chriſt be in youg 
Cc. Putt as the Lord Jeſus, & c. This adornment hath re- 


| ference to ſpititual influences. 


The Lord Feſw:Chrift is the Sluce to Gods Fountain, 
through whom all the iſlues of Gods love ſtream upon the 
foul-+ Inchis ſenſe ye nuy read, Grave fonprare; the Lord Je- 
ſus dat h faichfully minute t. hat he hach received of Ged for 

Let evety Profeſſor of the Goſpel meaſure his intereſt in 
the love of God and falvation, according co whar.degree he 
he hath a ſympathizing property of the Lord /eſav. -- The C. 
»hians were members of a rue Church, 'yet excepe Chriſt 
was in themahey were Reprobates; which inhabiring-reſidence 
cxnnes be otherwiſe incerpreeed, but to harmonioùs diſpoſiti- 
on. | Au r 4100 Þ 
his Birth, Death, and Reſurre& ion, according av you have re- 
ceivad the ſame by tradition, doth not Rowe; Spain, ad France 
the ſimaꝰ but the patticipatton of che myſtery in che biftory,) 

ives a true Charafter of a Chriſtia snd. 
- The Apoſtle Perer — to che bret hren, uſeth 
thivexpteflion, Pertakers of the Divine nature; giving to un- 
derhand, hat Saints have to a degree) -OChritt das in ful 


neſe ) a manifeſtation of God in thefsſn. 
Puul tellerhthe 7 —— — —— myſterie, Chg FR 
thens (he hope of glory: By which expreſſion we may gather, tat 
D ground for our hepe in Chr, doth 
confiſbhyifraitionlef his Viera inhubjcing Fee = 
The bettec ro\ittuſirate;) I refer. ydu do S © OL) eue, 
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Teftrial bodies : Thus! explain my thoughts, The Sun g- 


field. 88 1988 ü 
In the way of Procreation Abraham is ſaid to beget Iſuac, 


Being to the creature, is the inyiſible work of Gols Spitit 


( 

children of whom [travel in birth, till Chriſt be formed in poui 
There was a like labouring in Paals Spirit for the birch of 
Chtiſt in cheir ſouls, as is by throws in a ſttavelling woman to 
dting her burden to a rimely birth; chat is do ſay, that the li- 
reral manifeſtation of (hr:ſt in the fleſh, might be confirmed 
by an experimental knowledge of his vertues in the ſoul : / %% 
is one thing to read the Art of Navigatron, another thing ( MAari- . 
ner. liłę to — to Sta. | | 

If there be a Divine Conception of Grace in the ſoul, ad- 
ded to the belief of Chris Incarnation, then is this Scripture 
fulfilled, Heb. 13. 8. Jeſus Chrift yeſterday, and to day, and for 
ever: And you may keep Chriftmas at Midlent, where there 
is a death unto ſin, and a life unco righreeuſneſs,. in ſuch ſouls: 
Good-Friday and Eafttr falleth all of a day, Col. 3.1. 4 be 
riſes with Chriſt, ſeek, thoſe things which are nhere. C. Rom. 
6. 6. F we have been planted together in the ltheneſs of his 
death, we ſhall be alſo inthe libęneſi of his reſurrettion, & r. 
See how t —— Formaliſts are ingenious for the Hiſto- 
ry of mans ttaditional obſervations, and ho ignorant of t he 

ery or Marrow of the Goſpel : What is it to tell the Pan - 

rient of Medicinal hear bt, when they have no Knew lege to di- 
Fil the vertu of them / his cure; 
Spiritus Sanctus: The Holy Spirit is the inviſible outgo- rhe Spirit tn 
ing of God, Whether in the Umyetfe of the Creation, or Eſence. 
Elementary Conſiſtents: When the earch was without form, 
the Spirit of God moved upon the warers ; Which motion is not Cen-: 
to be interprered to any Cotporeal ende vo r, but to an irrefi= 
ſtable power immediately diy ding the ter from the earth. 

The like may be offered in relation to Celeſſial and Ter- 


vech heat unto a'l Vegetive Creatures; bat that wh ch 
cauſeth life and vertue in Plants and Flowers , is the in- 


Iſaac, Jacob, & c. that is, the formative vertue proceeded from 
perſons mentioned, but that which gives the efſence” and 

gi 0 

this - 


| 


665 


unt o Rack el, &c, 


| Gen, 29. 31. this ſenſe the Lord opined the womb of Leah, and-hzarkaed 


| 0b; ef, 


Prov. I. 10. 


Al ſe the immediate acts of God's Power, Wiſdom, Di- 
reftiop, Reprehenſion, & c. takes the denomination of his 
Spirit. 

The Prophet Iſaiah ſpeaking in the perſon of Chriſt, ſaith, 


The Spirit of the Lord hath anointed me to preach the Goſpel: 


that 1s to ſay, there ſhould be an immediate power and preſence 
of God attending on his miniſtrat ion; alſo Joel. 2. 28. The 
Lord will pour out his Spirit upon all fleſh, and your ſons and 
Jour daughters ſhall propheſie, & c. Here the Prophet Joel did 
foreſee that the Lord in the latter times would give a plentiful 
meaſure of wiſdom and knowledge of himſelf unt o his ſer- 
vants, qualifying them th much aptneſs to ſpeak forth che 
ſame; the truth whereof God hach abundantly manifeſted in 
this preſent generation; and notwithſtanding the malignity 
of this artificial Miniſtery, thoſe chreds which are drawn forth 
by the Spirit of God in the hearts of his people, ſhall oi.t- 
laſt the Linſez-woolſey ſpinnings in the ¶ loyfters,  ** * 

Again, The inward ſtriving, and reprovings of Conſcience 
is termed the Spirit of God; Wiſdom cryeth ont, ſhe uttereth 
her voice in the ftreets, &c. This Wiidom e 
cannot be conſtrued to any Herald making Proclamation in a 
City, Market, or like convention of people, but to the voice 
of Cod in the ſou', where the faculties of rationality fir in 
counſel ; It is very obſervable, that Heathens are nor ſaid to 


be given up to a reprobate ſenſe, till ſuch time as they liked wt 


to retain God in their knowledge : and ſeriouſly, I durſt appeal 


tothe worſt of men (thoſe excepred whoſe Conſciences are 


ſeared, making wickedneſs a principle) that at what time ſoe ver 
evil is intended againſt God or their Neighbour, at the very 
ſame inſtant there wanted not an evidence of God in the 
Conſcience, wit neſſing againſt ſuch unt ghteouſneſs. 

Thus much briefly touching the Father, Sex, and Spirit, the 
Eſſences of the Deity, for Diviſſen whereof into three diſtinct 


' Perſons, I know no ground from Scripture to hold forth as a 


reaſon for the ſame. 3 : 
But ye are not to meaſure Diyire matters according to rea- 
e oa ; 


a nil 4a 1 >* © 


| (72. 
for ; if ſo, what reaſon for Abraham to kill his Son T/ace, or 
a Virgin to conceive without Rhowledge of a Man, &c. 

I anſwer, Reaſon is the eye of the ſoul, and if any thing 
be credited in the heart for which the faculty of underſtand- 
ing hath not a ground or object to convince the reaſon; ſuch 
beliefe is rather fancy or imagination, ehen faith grounded 


according unto Scripture rule. For, Faith is the ſubſtance of 


things hoped for, the evidence of = not ſeen, Heb, 11. 1. As 
when a Prince confereth upon his fubjet by Deed, « Man- 
nor or Lordſhip, the ſubjeR reſteth ſatis fied with the evi- 
dence, as the — of his Inheritance, though he is net in a 
preſent poſſeſſion of the premiſes; ſo when the ſoul through 
beleefe is ſealed with the ſpirit of Cod, this is its ground and 
evidence for eternal life. | 

As to Abraham there is much in reaſon to be ſaid for his ſa- 
crificing of 1/aac. 

Firſt, Abraham was ſeriſible that 7/aac was not his off- 
ſpring meerly by a natural courſe of generation, but as a gift 
of God, then good reaſon Abrabam (hould ſurrendet that Son 
unto God which he received of God. | 

Secondly, eAbraham was an intelligible perſon, and did 
conſider it was the immediate work of God to open Sarahs 
wor be; there was reuſon Abrabam ſheuld truſt God with 
the firſt birth, ſeeing the Lord was able to raiſe him up a ſe- 
cond. 3 
Thirdly, Abraham was convinced of the power of God, 
and the Lord who gave Iſaae a miraculous firſt being, could 


(though dead) give life to a ſecond. See whether or not this 
Argument doth not bear harmony with the Scripture, Heb. 11. 


19. Accounting that Jod was able to raiſe him up even from ine 
dead, jr om Whence alſo he received hiv: in a figure. 

As to the coming of Chriſt in the fleſh, be it anſwered, there 
is ground for reaſon to conclude, That the ſame God 
who made Eve out of Adam without help of wom..nkind, 
could produce the birth of C riſt by Mary, without help of 
Mas kind. | 

Tf reaſon muſt lie couchant unto faith, or perſwaſton of the 
mind, why blame we Pzpiſts in cheir Ag Dei, Holy water; 


Arps, 


Faith, 


Simile, 


Repentance. 


— A 


Simile. 
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real preſence, &t. or wherein are we comforted in the way of 
God, if not in this, that we have a ground for our faith in the 
practiſing of Chrifts Ordinances, which Papiſts want ? I could 
wiſh Chriſtians as they tender their eternal welfare, to ſtudy 
the Scriptures Which are able to make them wiſe unto ſalvatios, 
and not to pin their faith upon the traditional notions of ig- 
norant Clergy- men, who inſtead of declaring the word of 
God from ſoul experiment, according unto Scripture reaſon, 
ſet their San by another mans Cleck, viz. Bede, Origen, Ber- 
nard, Chry/oft:me, Tertullian, Augnitine, Cyprian, Thomas 
Aquinas, &c. patcht vp with Scholaſtick Univerſity Com- 
plements,in anurknown Tongue, wherein theMeſſengers of the 
Goſpel are forbidden to ſpeak, unleſs the Auditory be capaci- 
ous to underſtand che ſame, which argues their Miniſtry is not 
Gifted, but artificial, walking on dead mens legges and ſeeing 
by blind mens eyes; yet I would not be miſtaken, for thoſe 
(called) Fathers, may be read with obſervation; but they li- 
ving in dark times, were tainted with unſavory t : ſono 
rule for this preſent at generation to walk.by, wherein ſo much 
Light is diſcovered. | 

Having given a touch of the Nature of Faith, we ſhall 
proceed to definition of Repentance. 

Repentance in Goſpel acceptation, is the Retrograde” of a 
ſoul, from work, of darkneſs, to action of light, contrition 
weeping,.or ſorrow for finne, is a ſign or fruit of repenting, but 
not repentance it ſelf ; Sorrow was in fudas-as well at Perer, 
and profane E/ax (bed tears, when ( Engliſhman-like ) he was 
wiſe afterwards. A MalefaQar at the Barre takes on heavil 

fear of puniſhmeng, . when haply his heart fits as cloſe 
is luſt as ever, for being let looſe he followeth his old trade 


afrefh. 
True Repentance is converſion of tlie heart, Act 3. 9. Re- 
nſiſteth in reno- 


pent and be converted, & c. which perly | 

vation of the mind, Be ye — 1 the 8 of the 
winde, Rom, 12. 2. This is pertinently ſet forth by this Apo- 
file, Row. 6. 19. Ar ye have yeelded your Members ſervants 
ta Ancleanne[s and te iniquity, to commit injquity ; even fo now 
yeeld your Member: ſervants to righteouſneſs, unto holineſs; We 
fhallnow proceed to Baptiſm. . | Bap: 


» 
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| (9) | | 4 
Faptiſm is no Engliſh word, in the Original! it fignifi» Beptiſm. 
eth 22 » dip * overwhelme, the terme Sprinkh 
will not extend to the definition thereof: this wor 
Baptiſm is diverſly applyed, viz: unto fire, affliction, 
Holy Ghoſt, cc. tis manifeſt in Scripture reading, ibere 
is Circumciſion of the Heart, and Cirumciſion of the 
Letter; there are ſacrifices -- of Righteouſneſs as well as 
of the Law; but as the Cireumciſion of the heart, and 
ſacrifices of righteouſneſs did make perfet, and not in 
the feaſt everthrow the Circumciſion and Sacrifices ac- 
cording to the Letter ( while the Moſaical diſpenſation had 
its being, no more doth Baptiſm of the Spirit, affliction, &c. 
make null che Baptiſm of water according to Goſpel Inſticu- 
tion which is now in force, and believers commanded thereunto 
to yield ſubjection. | 
Baprsſm according unto Scripture rule, is the dipping, plun- Manner of 
ging, or overwhelming the body of a believer in water; ſo a Baptiſm. 
preſidenPin the Lord eſus, He came ont of the Water z which 


aſcention mnft rationally imply a predeſcention, that is, the 


Lord Chi: firſt went down into the water, before he came 


out of the water. 


Philip and Eunach ( the Baptizer and Baptized ) went 
down both into the water, and in the water by Philip the 
Eunuch was dipped or baptized. I refer our Clergy- men to 
Tremelias and 7anixe, and read their Tranſlation upon Heb. Qui ſemel al 
6. 4. * They Who once ment down unto Baptiſm, their Annotati- Baptiſmarum 
on rendreth it Drowned, or the body overwhelmed with 4/cenderunt « 
water. | 

ohn Baptized in Æ non near Salim, broauſe there was much Nam er- 
water there: This Scripture makes full to the matter in hand, Cent © 
and he chat hath but half an eye may conclude, that a ſhallow* 
Rivolet will not ſerve for Miniſtration of the Duty; but where is Quiz aqua 
much water, or ſo much water, as will ſerve to dip or cover erat ibi mul- 
che body, there is a meet place for Baptiſm to be adminiſtred; Ire. 
for Faut or Baſon-ſprinkling now uſed, it had its birth from 
Remo, not from the word of God. bieffs for 

The perſom capable for Baptiſa,orro be dipped in water (ac« — ; 
corning to Goſpel direction) are God men & godly women; 
EOS 2 " Cor» 


, # - 
* 1 9 1 
= ow, 1 * = 28 % as - 


1. Argu. 


Reply. 


* 


- 
* 


199 


a” . 
C10) | 
Cornelius, a juſt man fearing God; Lydia, an embracer of 
Pasls Doctrine; the 7aylor believed with (or together) witli 
all his Houſhold, &c. ſuch preſidents as the Scripture preſents 
fir ſubje&s for Baptiſm, . =P. 

Living ſtones hewed out of the Rock of Abrahams faith iare 
fitted through Baptiſm, to be layed in that ſpiritual buildin 
which groweth up to an holy Temple, an habitation for Go 
through che ſpirit : for Infant ſprinkling, (called Baptiſm.) ſo 
much doted upon, doth, or may appear to every rational or 
ur byaſſed judgement as it is, even a meer Papal innovation, ce- 
merſted together by ſtate Policy, there is not the leaſt dram 
of Scripture or reaſon to back the practice thereof; and ſee- 
ing it is the diſpute of this age, I ſhall give anſwer to ſome 
Arguments uſed to back this ſaid Childiſh Baptiſm. 

Baptiſm came in room of Circumciſion, otherwiſe the In- 
fants of Believers under the Goſpel have not ſo much privi- 
tedge as the Jews children under the Law: 

That the Ordinance of Baptiſm did ſucceed Circumciſion is 
granted, but that Baptiſm did put a period unto Circumciſion, 
{ as to natural Jews) thats to be proved: but if it ſhould be 
granted; this makes not a jot for Infant Baptiſm; for as much, 
as it is evident the Lord requireth equal ſubmifion to method 
and manner in the performance of a duty, as to the duty in its 
ſelf; and if it be demanded, Why Abraham circumciſed Males 


onehy, why at ſuch an age, why in ſuch a part, it is eaſily, 


— 


anſwered , ſo was Gods Commandment : in like manner if it 
be asked, Why baptize ye both Sexes, why not till ſuch a time, 
and why dip ye them in ſuch a manner, anſwer is made, ſo 


was Chriſts inſt tution. 


For the priviledge of Believers Infants, it doth far extend 
that of the Jews, both male and female having an unqueſtion- 
able title to the ſpiritual Canaan, the Kingdom of heaven, 
unleſs in-preceſs of time through acts of Uiſobedience they 
infringe the ſame. 

If Infants have right to the Kingdome, then bave they 
right to the Seals of the Kingdom, therefore unco Baptiſm: 

*Tis true, Iofants have right unto the Seals, as well as to 


the Kiogdom; bur how ?-us a man · child born hath right un- 


co 
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to Marriage ; bat reaſon teacheth us he cannot act therein un? 


till he come to age of diſcretion to make choice of his wife zin- 
deed great Perſonages put little children together (a fit reſem- 
blance of the baby baptiſm) & tell them they are Man andWite, 
when in very deed there is neither marriage or contract at all 
between the parties ſaid to be married, onely a trick uſed 
through helpof a corrupt Miniſtration to keep an intereſt to- 


gether. | 


Again, if it be demanded of the Clergy-man, when hath an 


Infant right to partake of the Supper of the Lord; it will be 
anſwered, when he is able to examine himſeife, - and under- 
ſtand what is ſignifi-d in the repreſentatives thereof: Well, 
the matter is ended, ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee if the very 
ſame qualifications, viz. Faith and Repentance be not equally 
required unto Baptiſm, as unto breaking of Bread. 


nd now you that pretend peculiar right to the Miniſtry, 


and would be accounted Leaders, Teachers and Paitors ; how 


have ye deluded your Auditories in point of Baptiſm, making 


them believe that Irfancs, or ( at leaſt) Iufants of Believers, 
have a proper right to Baptiſm? as if a man could make bis 
Child a better title to an Inhericance then himſelf was ever 


ſſeſſed with; doth not the Scripture expreſly ſay, He that © 


elieveth and i baptized, & c. ſure you know the words of 


Cbriſts Commiſſion are plin, Co teach all Nations firſt, and 
baptize them after inſtruction; ſome of you have laboured 


to darken the genuine ſence thereof, in this wiſe, vie, if In- 


fants be part of a Nation, then Infants may be baptized, but 


Infants, &c. 


Tis granted, Infants are part of a Nation; but are they 
(conſidered as Infants ) the teachable part of a Nation F if 
not, How dare you baptize them ? 1 have heard many of you 


ſay, none are fit to preach the Goſpel, but ſuch as have the 


Tongues; and herein you have much Tongue with little wit; 


for if you read the Orginal with Obſervation, the pro- 


noun th mw, mentioned in the Commiſſion to be baptized, 
1880 Felative to Nations, but Believers; for your ſyllogiſas- 
and witty way of rea'oning, it is pitty it is ſo much made uſe 
of to darken truth.: Arguments axe proper to back. tynth of 
| af! 
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an Ordinance, improper to forge an Ordinance ; and ſeelng 
by this fophiſtry che Popes Crncifires, Holy water, [neerceſ- 
ſions, &. have bad their introduction and continuance, it is 
wiſhed thoſe that profeſs themſelves M niſters, would lay a+ 
fide this form of arguing, and inſtead of CHajor and Aa- 
nor, let the plain word of God be concluſion. 
Again, Do ye think this Argument put into the 
heads will hold water, v ix. Believers Baptiſm, that was in the 


' infancyof the Church, but new Believers Chuldren are to be 


admitted ; as if the revolution of times did alter the com- 
mand of God; tis granted, in point of declaration, the Go- 
pel had its infency when Chriſt and his Apoſtles were upon 
the Earth ; but in point of Laws and Decrees then it had its 
perfection: and Antiquity in its felf is fo far from abtogation 
of a Law, as that it adderh ſtrength and loſtre thereunto : you 
are not ſuch ſtrangers unto State affairs, bot muſt needs know, 
that notwithſtanding the death of Princes, or Tranſlations of 
Government, yet every law in being ſtands intire till allowed 
by Authority. The authority of Heaven hath appropriated 
Baptiſm to believers, ſhew any act for alteration of the 
ſame unto Infants from the ſaid Ma jeſty, and the matter is 
ended. But you know there is none, now, bleſſed be the Lord 
who hath endued his people in this age with, more uuder- 
ſtanding and wiſdome, then to cloſe wich your Cynnodian Di- 
rectory, neither dare we keep our Bibles by us to {tuff queſti- 
ons. 

But it is propoſed, this is a dangerous principle, and the 
Anabaptiſts ia Germany may be a preſident of the fad conſe- 
quence this —— leadeth unto, &c. —— 

Be it replyed, that if Baptiſm or dipping of believers be ( as 
ir is moſt manifeſt ) the way of God, then danger appertain- 
eth to ſuch who reject the ſame; but mercy, peace, and 
truth from the Lord Jeſus to all choſe who in faichſulneſs yeeld 
ſubmiſſion thereunto. W | "It > 

As to that impertinent ſtory of Anabaprifts in Germany, 
rallied up to amaze the peoples underſtandipg, thereby to o- 
mit the right order of Chriſts Baptiſm. If all they ſay chere- 


in ſhould be granted, yet what dock! this ſignifio ĩagainſt the 
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inſtitution of Chriſt in it ſelfe, can the wickedneſs of pro3 
feſſors overthrow the truth that is of God in a profeſſion: by 
thoſe mens reaſon, becauſe the Jewes circumciſed Chriſt, 
therefore the law of God is no rule for us to walk by. 

Alſo it may be taken into Conſideration, how it paſſeth for 
current, that thoſe whom the Clergy have pur the livery of 
Anabaptiſts upon, to be ſuch who deny Baptiſm, when the 
term it ſelfe, and perſons ſo ſtigmatized, are the great promo- 
ters of che duty: but it may be obſerved, that thoſe conſul- 
ters with Edwards his Ghoft, not onely loſe their rea- 
ſons in divinity, but their brains in morality alſo. 

Therefore I wiſh you ceaſe to expeRorate your veaome a- 
gainſt the way of God; conſider, there is a woe to them that 
put light for darkneſs, and darkneſs for light. Follow the ex- 
ample of thoſe of your brethren, who have ſubmitted to the 
truth of the Goſpel, that ye may ſay touching Infant Bap- 
tiſm, as Paul upon another account, When I was 4 child, J 
thowght as a childe, Tdid as a childs ; but when I became a man, I 
pat away childiſh thir gs. 

And now my heart is grieved for you, poor deluded ſouls, 
whom the prerogative Clergy-man calleth Laiety, or vulgar, 
how have ye been given up to ſtrange delufion to believe a 
lie, concluding you with your children , have been made 
chriſtened fouls or members of Chriſt, through a little Prieft- 
ly Holy-water ſprinklings you have been miſ informed in this 

as in many things more) when ye have been taught, that bap- 
tiſm doth initiate a ſou} unto Chriſt: but ſearch the Scriptures: 
and ye ſhall find, that obedience in the heart to the word: 
preached, doth beget a ſoul unto Chriſt, who after faith and 
repentance manifeſted, do then become fit ſubjects for Bap- 
tiſm. - 

It is very ſad to conſider what ſtrong hold Satan bath taken 
upon many of you, leading you forth to perſecute your Neigh- 
bours, ſervants, and relations, for yeelding obedience to the or · 
der of the Goſpel : ſeriouſly, tis to be feared now there is 
ſuch a tyrannical power extant, you would build the ſepulchres 
of your Fathery who through the wicked amy of the: 
Anceſtors of this perſecuting Clergy, (I mean ſuch who re- 
2 | rain 
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tain the like Antichriſtian principles) thought they did God 
good ſervice or a meritorius work, to bring F.iggots to burn 
their own children: the Lord give you eyes to diſcover what 
ftratagems have, and are ſtill indeavoured, to make uſe of your 
ignorance, not only to ſuppreſs che truth of God in others, but 
enſlave your ſouls alſo. 

Having ſeen a ſmall Treatiſe owned by Robert Parnel, where- 
in he fore-telle:h the downfall of Presbitery, Ind pendency, 
Anabaptiſts, &c. if the downfall may relate to Chriſti perſon! 
raign, he is in the right ; but if before that diy, it may be con- 
jectured his zeal is miſguided : for, Presby cry in a Goſpel 
frame, is che Government. of ( hriſt his Church: Jade penderey, 
or not depending upon mans authority in matters of faith, but 
on Chriſts vicegerency, is the path of the Goſpel ; Anabap- 
tiſa, if meant dipping, or baptizing believers, is an Ordinance 
of the Lord Jeſus ; and I dare engage, that a natural body 
may as well be kept alive without food and raiment, as Chrsf 
bis Church, which is his ſpiritual body, be preſerved without 
Laws and Diſcipline. I mean until he come, that is Chriſts ſo- 

.cond coming. | 

I preſume Mr. Purnels Book, wherein many good ithings 
are binted, he in this, as alſo in ſome other expreſſions may ad- 
mit of a ſober retractatian. 

In his word to Anabap'ifts, p 9g. he thus faith, Tuer e 
in ſome ſort all other Ci urc hes, namely. in this, hat you dee 
adminiſier a right Ordinauce, to right «bje (ts ; you will do Gods 
Worke, in Geds way ; I mean, you baptizs thoſe ts whom bap- 
tiſm belong i, you do that which is required, &. But in his ex- 
ceprions, pag. 99. he falls upon recrim nation. after this man- 
ner, I have a few things againſt pos you ſpeak evil of the Ind. 
pendent,” becauſe he wi i no: be r- baptized : Why d you j1/)ge the 
Preibyterians for noi baptizing children to whom i dt not 
belong ? they do n t. ſee by your eyes, ti erefore they cannot nalk, 
by jour rujes. 

V ſuffer no man to ſpeak amon; ſt you, unleſi he be juyxed to 
Jeu by the Ordinance of Baptiſm. . 

Tow tak the Scripture in the literal, ul yn ſponld take it 
inthe ſpiritual ſenſe. 1 

; 0x 
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Toa live-much under the Adminiſtration of John, who tells 
you he muſt decreaſe ; but not ſa much under the Adminiſtration 
ef Chriſt, who ſhall excreaſe. 
I ſhall endeayour a formal anſwer to his pretended Allega- 
tions: And 
Firſt, If thoſe termed Anabaptiſts ſpeak evil of the Iade- 
pendents, or of any man (ſimply as a yur lic is a fault wor- 
thy of reproof ; yet being they are not led ſo to do by ver- 
tue of following of Chr:;ffs Rule in Baptiſm, then it will ra- 
tionally follow, that the duty, or perſons ſimply acting in the 
duty, are not to bear the blame thereof. 
Again, if (according to his own Conceſſion) baptizing of 
believers. be the way of God, then it is an evil in the /rdepen- 
dent to withſtand the ſame ; and no evil (but a duty) for the 
Anabaptiſts to reprove his neglect thereof. 
Secondly, If ic be Chriits Rule (whereunto he alſo aſſents) 
that baptiſm doth not belong unto infants, then Chriſts Rule, 
not the Anabap:iſts doth judge the Presbyterian tor his males 
miniſtration, only 1he Anabapri/ts, as well- minded people in 
a Court of Judicature, bear their teſtimony to the righteous 
ſentence of the Judge againſt an evil doer ; and ir is no faule 
to give like Character to a perſon, according to the Crime he 
is convicted of. | * 1 
To his inference it is replied, That though t he Premyterias Hin that hath 
doth not ſee by the eyes of the eAnabaptiſts, yet ought he ſo ſtollen 4 thief. 
to eye Chriſt in his Ordinances, as the feerof his affections may Him tha .- 
walk thereaſter. — autrachs #4 
Bur it is objected, Where in Scripture ds ye finde Infant Bap- _— 
tiſin forbidden ? | Hi | | 
I anſwer, In the inſtitution thereof, Chrits Commiſſion 
appropriating Baptiſm to believers onely ; that is, ſuch who 
are in a capacity to make a mantfeſtat ion of their faith, as un- 
derſtandingly ſubmitt ing to the duty; He that belie ueth, &Cc. 
according to Philips propoſal to the Emmch, If thow believeſt 
with all thy heart thou mayeſt: Which propoſed affirmative 
makes this abſolute negative; viz. Thar if ſuch a Narrative be 
wanting, the Adminiſtration mult fit (fill, 
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x duty; every Miniſtration devia ing from the ſame, is for- 
bidden by vettue of the Rule preſcribed. n 

Moſes mult have been a tranſgreſſor, if he had erected a Ta- 
bernacle different from the Pattern in the Mount. 

Thirdly for the not hearing, or non · admiſſion of any to ſpeak 
but theqieloes, I think chere is none of them fo flraitiy 
laced ; but if he meaneth their unfreeneſs to hear ſuch of the 
| National Miniſtry, which ate of the Prerogative Principle, of 

$141, M. c. 3 Noli me tangere, Who inſtead of admitting a Chriſtian Con- 

ference, wherein a ſcruple may juſtly ariſe, run to the Magi- 
#hnile; ſtrate for help of Queen Mariet Cudgel; who gan blame an 
iure cent perſon for non-appearance to that Court, wherg hu ver- 
mot ian for, vinaication, will bt recompenced with a ſorer puniſh 
ment they the Crime he falſly it agcuſed of > 3 2 

Fourthly, For * Scripture in the liceral fenfe, when 
it is in the ſpiritual ;- thats his fay ſo, he bringeth no inflance 
to conſirm the aſſertion, and a genetal charge ſavoureth more 

ef evil will, then · of guilt: But if ic be granted, that ſome 
baptized believers may thereof be guilty, if he would make 
uſe of Goſpel-ſpeRacles, he might diſcern they are not led 
thereunto by ſubmitting unto Baptiſm, but through weak ap- 
prehenfon : And if this his Argument were a Maxim, not 
onely Goſpel- duties, but all Arcs and Sciences muſt be laid 
a alidefor ighoronce of ſome Practitioners and Profeſſors there - 

„ Of 3. Becauſe an unskilful Dialler miſtook his Declination on the 
tie. wall; therefore the Sun is. not a Rule for the day on a true 

Dial. ä 1 - = 

Fifthly, For being much under the-Adninifttatipn of Jaa, 
but not ſo much under Chriſt: I dare engage he is miſtaken, 
being perſwaded none who underftandingly ſubmitted unt o 
Bapriſm, cook up the ſame upon the ſcore or account of Jabs, 
but by vertue of Chriſts Inſtitution: Jabs indeed was Chris 
. — 2 a Herald, to make way for the Prisce; which 
ing come, the glory of Joh vaniſhed, as the Day-ftgr Ven 
the. Sus is riſen: Then Ieſus baptized more ſciples « Lohn, 
wrought many miracles baptized with the Spirit, &c. Aud in this 
ſenſe we Rey Johns decreaſmg, and Chriffs engrea- 
r Cbrift having the ſole preheminence:; So that now-r _ | 
2 W 3 
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ho ſtand pſdvs to the counſel of God as to thi Ordimince, 
ate not reputed Diſciples of aba, but of Jeſut. 

Thus much briefly may ſuffice to demonſtrate the vanity of 
Mr. Panel Allegations : It is defired, before he re-appeat 
Chancellor in Divinity, that he rĩghtly weigh the obſervation 
of the Wiſe man, Ecrleſ. 2.14. haply it may prevent a pre- 
poſtetous enterptize. Wt 

And now I ſhall adde a word to thoſe who wrap up Deyo- 
tion in a Spiritual apprehenſion, ſuppoling they ſtand exempt- 
ed from the external part of Baptiſm and other Ordinances, 
by vertue of an internal enjoyment: It muſt be grarited that 
to live in the powet and efficacy of Ordinances, is the life of 
a Chriſtian, but that that internal enjoyment doth free from 
the outward Admirittration, that is denied; foraſmuch as ir 
is Chriſts in junction, That our light ſhould ſo ſhine before 
men, that they may ſee our good works, and glòxifie our Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, The prayer of the Spirit doth nor 
abrogate the prayer of the Tongue, according tounderſtand- - 
ing; ſinging of praiſes in the Spirit, doch not take away the 
frutr of che lips in an intelligible met hod; nay, rather inward 
qualification doth engage more ſtrongly ro'ourward Manife- 
ſtation ; according ro Peters inference m—__ Cornelius, 
Who can forbid mater that theſe may not be baptized, ſeeing they 
recei vod the Holy Ghoſt, & c. Who could have ſo much, or can 
ever have like meaſure of the Spirit, as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
yet he exempred not himſelf from ſubmiffion unto water Bap- 
iſm; * | | A 8 

Much more might be offered, but let this ſerve to vindicate 
that righteous O:dinance of Belie vers Bypriſm, together wich 
che inſcripture-like practiſe of Infant ſprinkling : Bleſſed be 
God for all his mercies, and for this alſo, that he hath di- 
covered the folly of thöſe, who rexth for Doftrines the Com- 
mntaents of men. It is verily thought, notwithſtanding this 
pretended ſanctity thoſe of the National way 5 8 thete- 
in; yet if that calle Good -· neighbourhobd, alias Gofhipping 
(the Enghſhwhereof is ſinful tbe of the Creatures) were 
leich afide, the people would as much refrain artendarte t the 
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[Breaking of Breaking of Bread, called the Supper of the Lord, is, when 
| Brea: a Society, or Family,in Order of the Goſpel,do eat Bread and 
drink Wine in remembrance of the true Paſchal Lamb, the 
Lord Jeſus, whoſe body was offered, and blood ſhed upon 
i the Croſs for mans Redemption. 
Perſons caps®* The perſons capable to celebrate the ſame, are repentant 
* and baptized belie vers, who through this Evangelical inſtitu- 
tion, receive abundant meaſure of ſweet refreſhment and con- 
firmation: For the partaking thereof in a Parochial way, 
ſeeing the moderate Clergy-man doth not own, but declare 
againſt, I ſhall ſpare my pen to inſiſt thereon. 
As to thoſe in the Independent way, who hold mixt Com- 
munion, I would have them conſider two things: 
Firſt, we read of none in the Goſpel to break Bread, but 
ſuch who were in the practice of Chriſts baptiſm. 
Secondly, we read not of any that were baptized, to break 
with ſuch who refuſed to ſubmit to that Ordinance. 
WP hatprayer is. Prayer in the Scripture account is, the pouring forth, or the 
by ifluings out of a ſoul unto Almighty God; either by ſilent 
ejaculations, Which are called S;ghes and{Groazs which cannot 
be expreſſed, or ſupplicatory — or audibly ſpoken 
from a ſoul- affection. | 
prayer. ] For mental prayer, we ſee a preſident in Hannah, whoſe ſi- 
lent addreſſes pierced Heaven without a noiſe ; and David. 
kept in the fire ſo long, till at laſt he ſpake with the tongue: 
Every godly man and woman.can ſpeak their experiment in 
this nature, whether for prevention of danger; or for the aſ- 
ſiſtance and preſence of God in all their enterprizes ; and in 
this ſenſe they pray always. 
Ferbal prayer, For oral or verbal prayer, the Scripture. is very copious :- 
Moſes prayed for Ropping Gods wrarh gone out again Iſrael, 
and in this ſenſe ſtood in the gap; loſhna, prayed for Gods aſ- 
fiſtance againſt the men of Ai; David, for a clean heart; 
Solomon, for wiſdm; Hezekgah, for healing of the people 
that came unpreparedly ro the Paſſover ; Manaſſeth, for de- 
Iiverance in Captivity.; the Primitive Churches prayed for the 
Meſſengers of the Goſpel, that they might have a door of ut- 
terance, and be deliyered from unreaſonable men; the 2 
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Teſus prayed for his Diſciples, that they might partake of his 
lory ; for hisenemies, chat the Lord forgive their ignorance 
in their violence againſt him: So then, this is true prayer, and 
true prayer alone is this, when a ſoul through voyce of the 
tongue, ſpeaks forth the inwards of his heart unto Almighty 
God 


This conſidered, we may take notice of the palpable igno- 
rance of many in the National way, who are ſo far from be- 
ing acquainted with the Spirit of Grace and —— as 
that they appear utter enemies againſt it : for having packed 
rogerher a Catalogue of expreſſions, as in their formal prayer 
before and after Sermon may be obſerved( which words or ſen- 
tences may be good) but the reiteration of the ſame, when 
they are neither ſerſonable or ſuitable to the preſent applica- 
tion of the Auditory, ſuch formal elocutions comes wit hin 
the compaſs of that inacceptable addreſs which our Saviour 
rermeth yain repetitions. 

Object: But can that which is good be unſeaſonable ? and did 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt command a ſet form of Payer, when 
he bade his Diſciples when they prayed, to ſay,Our Father ? 

I anſwer, An action ſimply good, may be unſeaſonable tho- 
row irregular miniſtration ; to labourin a calling is Gods Or- 
dinance, to do any ſervile work on. the Sabbath day is forbid- 
den ; to manure the earth is good and profitable, bur to 
plough in harveſt on corn ground is unreaſonable. In Moſes 
Miniſtration there was a Rule of diftin&ion for offerings, ac- 
cording to the nature of the Sacrifice, Lev. 1.2. If a Sin-of- 
fering, then a male without blemiſh ; if a Freewill-offering, 
then oyl, frankinſence, &c. if Firſt-frnirs, then green ears 
of corn, oyl, &c. And doubtleſs thoſe Levites who did not 
offer Sacrifice according to rule, were offenders in ſuch igno- 
rant ſeryice : How near this comes to formal prayer, I leave 
wiſe men for to judge. | fx 

Scondly, for the form of words; viz. Our Father; Cc. 
called the Lords owe is not ſo properly the prayer for his 
Diſciples, in which ſelf ſeme words, and no other , they 12Þ/mi verbi. 
were to addreſs themſelyes unto God; but a rule or platform 
laid down by Chriſt, by help whereof they migłt be —_ 
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how to pray upon all oceaſions; for [6 ſaith the Evngelif, 


after thee manner or uſe in. your Prayers ſuch æ method. 

Conſider the Lord Jeſus Chrittuſed'no conſtanc or tinted 
form.of words-in-Ptayer, bur ſpake forth: ſuch: expreſſion as 
mighc beſt unfold tbe ſenſe of his Petition unto God rhe Fa- 
ther, vu. John.17. 5. O father, Glorifie thou me, Cc. if it be 
poſſible, Let this Cuppaſi from me, Cc. Father, forgive them 
for they know not, &c.. 8 git: of N 

Alſo, the Apoſtles and Primitive Church uſed no formal ot 
road way of Prayer, but uttered their defires in ſuch words 
as might beſt explain their hearts unts almighty God, Act. 
12. f. during Peters impriſonment Prayer was made unto God 
for him without ceafing ;: that is to tay; Peticionary words 
were put up unto God in his behalf for enlargement. See a 
— in election of Matthias, Acts 1. 24. Thou Lord who 
knoweft the hearts of all men, ſhew whether of theſe two thou 
haſt choſen. 2 rt, 

This conſidered, we may tale notice, That the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt did neit her rye up his own Spirit, or eonfine the 
ſpirits of the Apoſtles to the expreſs form of that Prayer, but 
intended it as a Nule or — by help whereof the Di- 
ſciples might be the better guided and difeiplin'd in their 
Devotion to almighty God. Y wn to leavn to vrite, is by 
imitation from 4 Copy: but ĩt doth not follow every time pen 
is put to paper, that any more words of the Copie be made 
uſe of, hn is pertinent to the occaſion. 

I hase alſo one word to ſay tu thoſe de vout Chriſtians who 
being convinced of the vanity of Church Lyturgie, or Common 
Prayer Service (in which not withiſtanding there are many gad 
compounded Collefts ; yet God having given us eyes to ſee, 
and legs to go with, as well, if not better then our Ance- 
flers in Goſpel performances, char Plat ferm is too lazie and 
ſtrait for our imitat ion) learn out of ſome books, or by their 
own „ Forms of Prayer ſutable to occaſions; 
as for Lords days, week days, breaking ef Bread, time of 


ſickneſs, & c. and as often as the oecaſion is miniſtred, fo 


repeat or ſay. over the compoſed prayer thereunto ditected 
—— — — | Nl 8 6 


3 


(xr) 
God, ir is not in my thoughts to diſcourage perſons in the 
leaſt degree for r is apprehended 
they meet with God, bur in all humility eo help them in this 
Wilderneſs forward on their journey unto Cauaan, and ſay un- 
to thoſe praying ſouls, that though their zeal in prayer be 
good, yet it is not according unto knowledge, or right me- 
chod of Devotion, conſonant unto Goſpel Rule, for theſe 
reaſons. © | 6.16.1 

As the Lord may we youto en) another day, or oppor- | 
runixy, ſo ie may fall-our, that the dealings and diſpenſations Keaf+ 19 
of Gadhtay be altered eithet in reſpect of your (elves, fa- 
milie Commonwealth, Magiſtrate, G. No what to be 
done for you in any of theſe relations, you cannot preſent 
unto God, if yon tye your ſelves up co the peculiar words of 
. 

Secondly, Seing your prayers-do conſil eitionary and 7. 
congratulatory expreſſions, . that is ſay, in asking for what you: N. 
want, or giving thanks for that you have ';' now if the Lord 
give you what you ask, or take away that yon have, how pre- 
polteroufly and irregularly will ye then appear in your limited 
devotion. | 9x24 | | 
' Thirdly, The reading of wotds, or reducing a form to the Reaſi 3. 
heart in the way of Prayer; What is it but the earrying back 
the water to the Head of the Fountain ; thereby obſtructing 
frreſher iſſues? In Prayer the heart. firſt to be the Inditer;” 
then - rongue ” 7 . as the pen of a fa 275 | 

You ſuy welt,” but if I ſhould go to pray of my ſelf,” I ſhould pyy;.a © + 
kde ore ry rl ei. 
proper gift of Prayer, &e. 8 * TENTS 543 g A | ot 

F cannot fay but theſe thoughts were my thoughts; but I Av. 
truſt with me you will in time difcerri ir to be a meer de luſion, 
and upon theſe grounds. 3 a 
Fit, Becaufe in Prayer the Lord bath more reſpec tothe 
imegriry of the heart, then the volubikty of the tongue: yon 
may inſtance in the two men Who went into che Temple to 


ay. e 5 N | | 
* Secondly, When the minde is ſineere for the Oury, the Bord 
will not be wanting by his Spirit to help the tongues infirmi- 


> 


ty; Y 


— — 
4 > 


LJ 
* A 
* 
= 
. 
— 
>, 
* 
1 
4 
4 
” 
- 
: 
- 
2 
. 
* 


- Singi 
Te 


— 


22) 

ty; if che heart be truly fixt, ſutable expreſſions will not be 
wanting; as may be obſerved in the meetings of the Lord's 
people, whom the Clergie and profane Iſhmaelites call Tub- 
preachers ; how hath the Lord qualified them with abilities in 
* k ; | E 5 | 

For ſaying every one hat h not the gift of Prayer, its aſtrange 
concluſion, when we know the worſt of — are = in — 
incapacity to perform the ſame : we may inſtance in Ahab, 
CHanaſſeb, Simon Mag u, &c. Thoſe ſcorners Prov. 1. 20. 
might cry, but not be heard; Becauſe when 1 called, ye refu- 
ſed ; therefore ye ſhall cry, and I will not anſwer. Let t own 
experience teach us, the worſt of Souldiers and Seamien, how 
devout upon a ſtrait or form ! She me the vileſt of men, and 
prove him by exigent or ſick-bed, and ſee whether he want a 
Petitionary motion: Balaam the Sorceret had a good wiſh to 


> die the death of the righceous. - s. | 
And for words or expreſſions in Prayer, let the ſqul object- 


ing conſider, that. if it were before à Cnurt, fot life, land; or 
Phyſit ian ſor his cure, ſee Whether he would not uſe argu- 
ments, ſpeak home and fully enough to attain his end; then 
take notice, if the exerciſe of the faculties in nature were not 


heſtowed upon us as well, if not chiefly for the good of our 


fouls,as for our bodies:ſothey are left without excuſe who ſay 


they cannot pray, when indeed the reaſon is becauſe they will 


not pray. pon vs 
' Touching praiſing God, or ſinging of Pſalms: Praiſing of 
God, or ſinging of Pſalms is, when the ſoul, being ſenſible of 
Mercies receiyed, by help of the voice doth eccho forth thank- 
ful expreſſions unto God. The Scripture affords plentiful ex- 
amples, viz. Moſes and Miriam, Deborah and Barack, David, 
Hezthiah, Virgin Mary, Simeon, Zacharias, the Apoſtles,and 
chie fly the Lord leſus is to us a Preſident herein; ſo that it is 
evident, the duty of ſinging of Pſalms, or praiſing of God is 
truly performed, when a perſon or perſons upon conſiderati · 
on of the goodneſs of God unto them maniĩfeſted, ſliall breath 
forth their ſpirics or hearts in a way of praiſe, or thankful ac- 
knowledgement, according to the nature of the mercy con- 
feed on Iheꝶm .d 
5 os | | If 


| (23) 
© Tfinging of Phalms be rhug-eruly defined, then we may 
diſcern the yanity not only of ufical finging by Organ, bur 
alſo the ungoſpel· like method which is uſed by many-Chriſtis 
ans both in their publique and private devotions; that is to 
fay; hen wich an elaborate voice in a framed tune, they ſing 
part of the Word of God in a way of Catches, or Meerer, 
calling it David's Pſalms; when if confidered, the book doth 
conſiſt as well of Propheſies, Prayers, and Narratives of his 
conditions, as of Songs; and how prepoſterous and confuſed 
way this accuſtomed habit of ſinging is, take a taſte as fol- 
Wa 5: t 34H 5h | 
' Firſt, As tothe Prayers of David. 
5 | _ 2 lf, Meeter. 
14 6. Lord conſider my diſtreſs, 
— *. 594 O Aud nom with ſpeed ſome pity take; 
My ſius defare, my faults 3 . ä 
Good Lord for thy great mere es ſake. 
Waſh me O Lord, and makg me clean, 
From this \jnſhond ſinful ats 
And puriſie yet och ag au 
My haiusus crime und bloody fact. 


P ſalm 1 30. 1. 
Lerd to thee I make my moan, 
When dangers me oppreſs ; 
1 call, I ſigh, I plaing I groan," 
Truſting to find releaſe.” >» \ 
Hear now O Lordmeyrequeſt, > © | 
For it 17 full dur rome j 99 
And let thine Ears aye be preſt 
Auto this Prayer of mine. . - 
P fs Oh i 4 FLY . 931 
Here we might take notice not only of the great variation 
in the Meerer from the ſenſe of the 'Proſe,' bur alſo many du- 
bious and impertinent expreſſions uſhered in, wiz. God's defa- 
_ Cong ſin, Purifie once ag ain a hainous crime and bloody falt, &c. 
an purpoſe to compleat Poetry. But we ſhall proceed. 
* D Firſt, 


(3%) 

Fin It is ehen e 'if mop rationally c be 
ectcludes, hat che greaceſt part who ſing, axe little affected 
with vchat they utter unto God ;. that is to ſay daſtitute of the 
Give) af compunit ion in t he work · of tion : and if 
be ſo, then what a ſad —— 2 an unt rum 


— E whichche Apoſtle calls, Nu i 1 * 
"mi 


ih, irgrantedhat afoul, ar many tha. be 
agreed che ſenſe af hat cley expreſs; ng, cake 
acxice,. the people of — gs ng they ware 
under de jection of Spirit, —— — in ſuch a poke, 


but in 2 tears ang, 
ſo openedthey thei 2 RIES, Eagan We wer 


jou in diſtreſa, — application to ſome great Perſonage; 
is it ſeemly for you to chuiſt ynur alf into his and 
fall a ſinging, ſitting aſter an unteverend manner: Let the 
light of Nature — a mie blind De- 


* Ded. 


He Lord ded did — — ” Lord, . 
Sit thou at . 


Till I have maden 
mbereon thy feat . 
Aud be ſhall 49 — 

That runzath in h 


Wherefe ore he fh = 
_ renal = as. 


Palm 22 3 
Fb. — days, bis charge 1 


Len 
His child fab 2 
Kis mife at 


' 
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(293 


The original of cob padiion or fore- 
telling e ob ignity amt] Sufferin — and foreſight of the 


Apoſtate Judas; all — 2 in the fulneſs of time. 
4 Y 9 eke Propheſies (as it is too 


Then obſetve, to ſin 

commonly uſed) v ablurde You May as welt ſing the whole 

Burden of the Prophets and Muſes Za vw. 

Aga, To ling after a Prophericaf manner what Judas 
ſball do to Chriſt, and what ¶ ri ff ſhall ſafer for man when 

the matter is accompliſhed'; for Ada hart acted his part, and 

Chriſt ſatisfied God's Juſtice; ; what is this but reading of the 

Scripture backwards? To feel tn hey, uur wat brought to 

paſs geſterday, is ridiculous. 


Narratives of 3 — 
Pſalm 27 


M* Parents both ther Som for ſook , 
And caſt neoff at lange; 

And then the Lord himſelf yet took, 
Of us the care and charge. 


pfalm 88. 18. 


friends far for of ona me, | 
Fam (Out up yo faſt, : 


and. egen 0 more. 


Theſe words were — preflions of Seren £6 
his preſent cendict lieve it may be che caſe of { 
ſame now ade front e and perſecuting Patents a 
Eriends, who Have an evil eye upon their children and alliance 
for wakking after Fer but not one in an hundred. 
that ſings it in pugliquę x 1 'mqreover, where are they Pri- 
ſaners,: Except hey 77 hurches. fox their. Goals 2 L 
pray. confideritow'unſeeml — is to tiiſpreſenc. YOU. : condition 


uno: Cod andeoclizrge God with the ſuipping you of yaur. 
friends and d liberty, 8 &c, when. there is o ſuch, matte. 
1119 


th i D 2 Davids 
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Davids Reſolution; 


Pſalm 26. 4, Fo © 
1 Do not luft to haunt or uſe 
ub vbeſi dend. are vain; 
To come in houſs I do refuſe 
With the drcontful train. 
I much abhor the wickgd ſort, 
Their deeds I de deſpiſe ; 
Ido net once to them reſort 


That hurtful things deviſe. . 


Re - 


Pſalm 101, 6, 7. 
Mine eyes ſhall be on them within 
| The Land that faithful be ; 
1 In perfect way who walketh, ſhall 
| Be ſervant unto me, 
Iwill no guilful perſon have 
Within my houſe to dwell ; 
And in my preſence he ſhall not 
Remain, that lies doth tell, 


Truly I could wiſh that the heart and congue of alt that fing 
theſe words in Meeter met together; but I am. afraid they 
ſhout out that with a loud voice, that is not in the leaſt in 
their intentions; and in this ſenſe dram nigb unto God with 
their lips, when their heart is far from him. : 

For the reading of Davids Pſalms as they fell from Davids 
mouth, ir is our duty; and much comfort and conſolation may 
be reaped thereby, as by other Scriptures ; but to tone and 
tune them out (as our Pſalms ) in this Poetical ſtrain, 
(fo doted upon in moſt publique Meetings) tkis practiſe hath 


neither rule Sep teſident from the Word of Gd. 


But me· I bear a ſoulyfay, Oh, but L have experience 
that I meet with God Bay eber | 
ſinging David. Pſalms, it hath drew tears, and raviſhmencof 
ſpiric, &c. 3 Gus 20 275 
I anſwer, That tears and raviſhment of ſpirit doch — | 
Al much 


* * 


much real ih a duty, but that the duty in it ſelf be either 
rightly performed, or able unto God, becauſe of tears, © 
or ele vations, doth not follow ; the zeal of our Anceſtors un- 
der Popery, might be as great as any now in their prayers, with 
ears to Crucifixes and dumb Images; but it will not follow, 
cauſe of prayers or tears, that this deyorion was either good 
or pleaſing into God: And many times (through delufion)the 
heart is more affected and delighted in an Idol-ſervice, then in 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel ;- as may be inſtanced from the 
generality of this Nation, as we conſider their infinite fond- 
neſs to Common-prayer, Organ-ſervice, .Chriſtenings, &c. 
The Lord their underſtandings to conviction of the vain 
Worſhips they are led and delighted in. | 

Obje Further, ſome may ſay » We are of Jour minde, it is 
very unſeemly to ſing D.vids Pſalms, wnleſs our condition be ſuch 
&# Davids was : But may not we (Chriſtian prudence being ob- 
ſerved) finde out ſuch Pſalms as are: conſonant to our occaſions, 
and them ſing before the Lord, David did? 

KReplx.- I anſwer, you have no preſident from David to ſing 
his P.alms ſo-meerred; alſo, I judge it will be very hard to meet 
with ſuch aPſalm as im every degree all your Spirits and David. 
do exactly jump together; but in caſe you finde ſuch a Pſalm, 

et it doth not follow, that Davids Pſalms are to become your 

ſalms: For theſe Reaſons : : | 

' Firſt, Becauſe the heart is to be the firſt mover in every du 
ty; for after the abundance thereof the mouth is to make ex- 
preſſion, and by help of eye, or ear, to bring the Compoſure 
of another Spitit (though. it may ſerve as a Copy) for your 
Palm ; what is it but to take, the fruit of another tree, to beau 
fie a barren plant. | | 


Secondly, becauſe every acceptable Oblation unto Almigh- 
ty God, muſt proceed from the propriety of the Sacrificer, now 
to take the Pſalm. or Hymn of another, and to make it your 
Pſalm or Hymn: what is it but to take 2 Kid from your 
neighbours fold to offer ſot a Sacxifice, and to ſpare your 
OWn.-. | 


And 


(ad) 
And nom ye blinde, leaders: of the hade; I minde che 
major part of the National Miniſtry, how have you deewin- 
ſtrumental to miſguide-rhe — duty of prailing 
of God, making poor ſouls: bcheve they ſing vo che praiſe of 
God, when they utter forth Pr: xers, Prophecies, Non-ſen(e, # 
Ri mes, F:iſhoods, if nor Blaſphemies, as: they ſpeak un- 
rruths of God, or tell unto God untruchs of chemſelves: 
You ſhow your skill; the Scripture ſaith, If any bo affliffed; 
tet him pray ;if any be merry, let —— Pſalms ; but whether 
it de on = 4 of Humiliation, or at a Funcral,. you will havg 
all to be merry, and fall a finging z no wonder if your rel 
leſs imprecations fora power to back the Mode of your 
Conclave, proves fruitleſs, when much of your Miniſtrat ion 
hath little other tendency then collaring the Cart to draw che 
Horſe, 
Oi ect. But is it not ſaid, that childron- was taught to 
& inthe caſe of Davids Victory over Goliah, and het ors 
en for the good King Joſiah, & v. * | 
' 1 anſwer, ic is very requiſite ro-informour ſelves, and teach 
our children, what the Lord hath done for his people in for- 
met ages, whether preſented in ſongs oPother way of Narra- 
tive, they are left as patterns for our imitation, 5 
it will ſuit wich our condition) make uſe of Phrafos and den- 
rences therein contained; yet foraſmueh as perſons and cir- 
cumſtances do differ, there fore their Pfalms cannot properly 
be your Pſalms ; but your Plalms are to manifeſt particularly 
Gods diſpenſat ions unto you, as — — former Saints 
declare Gods goodneſs unto them: Obſerve, foſes and Mi- 
ria in their Song for Deliverance at the Red-ſe2, make a par- 
ticular repetition, Exod.15., 18. The Lord ſhall req even 
and ever; for the horſe of Pharuab mont in with ys et and 
bor ſemen into the Sea, andthe Lord brought agais the waters of 
the Sea upon them; but the childrey of Ifracl ment om dry land 
in the midſt uf the ſea; '&c. in a future generation Deborah 
and. Barak colt up a. Seng, hoe the-Soup of er and Air. 
riam; but after their imitation, publiſh particularly what God 
had done for their ſafeties, Ju. 5. 12, 28. Awalę Debor ab, amale 
Deal, Cc. Tle mother of Siſera lookedout at a R 
therow 


" (wy 


thorow the Levice,& c:The fike might be inflanced in Hams, | 
David, Hexekiah, Ce. who imitate their Predeceſſors in 


prailing God, cheir were their own. The mercies 
of 88. the fiſch of Nove. &c. are to be remembred, but 


fruit we always ſing them, and upon freſh occaſions, ſuy no- 


thing of Nyſeby, Dunbar, &c. in our praiſes unto God. 


And you my dear ftiends, whom the 'Prerogative Taskma- 


ſters cals Laity, ſuffer the word of Exhortation, and be more 
ready to hear, ar underſtand what you do, then offer up the 
ſacrifice of a fool; that God which hath commanded you to 
fing wich the _ {orzeal)hach commanded you to ſing wich 
the underſtanding alſo ; and when the Lord hat h put a ſong, 
or occaſion of praiſe in your meuthes, fee you imitate the 
Holy men and women recorded in the Scripture ; who for 
every gale of mexcy, had an oar plying from the wefſe/ of their 
on hearts to praiſe Almighty God. 


A. A att — 9 1 


— I ©... .4 


Touching Preaching, or «Miniſtrey of 


of the. Word. 


Reaching is che declaring or making a Narrative of the 


Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, Mercy, Juſtice, Providence, Minifirey of * 
dec: of Almighty God; and this is performed in ſome de- the word. 


gree, by every Creature whatſoever : In this ſenſe the Hea» 
preach and declare the glory of God; Lilies, Revens, 

Ge. ſpeak forth his Praiſe and Providence We cannot 

rational inſpection fix our eye _ any object, whether 

Vegetive, Senſitive, or Rational, but m 

Widom and Goodneſs of God is manifeſted and preached 

forth therein. 


Miniſter is a ſervant, Miniſtrey is feryice ; and by Miniſtrey Preshing. 


of E a-perſon or perſons ſtand devoted in the 
ſervice of the Goſpel, whether ir be in exhorting ſouls to o- 


bedience by a Scripture Declaration, as Peter, Paul, & c. or 
baptizing of belicyers, as Philip and. Apollo; for in cis kale. 


. 


much of the Power, 


a 


o 
* 
. 
* 
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* (39): 
5 I underſtand chit Scrirtare, Paul plinting, and Apolh water-. 
ing z v4. It was Pauls proper work by preaching Chrilt, to 
Plane fouls in the faicli; and. Apolls*s work to water, or baptize 
in water thoſe who belicy:d through Pauls preaching ; alſo 
taking care for the t oor, as Deacons elected, or doing any fur- 
therance ta the Church, as Priſcilla, Agulla, Phebe, Ce: 
is itiled Miniſtry, or ſervice to the Goſpel, 
And now ſeeing ic-is the great conteſt of the times, who 
are true Mini cr and who not ? I ſhall endeavour according 
to Goſpel ot S. tipt ure Rule, to define who they are that can 
take che denomination of true Meſſengers or Miniſters of 
Chriſt, after a Goſpel-Order, whether immediately, or me- 
diately fitted unto that employment. | 
Immediate © Por the immediate Cal, the Scripture hath many preſidents: 
Call. Under the Law there was Saul, &c. among th. Prophets, Amos 
| | was no Prophet, nor jet the ſon of a Prophet, & c. yet the word 
Ans 3. 10. + L a 
5 of the Lord came unto him,; under the Golpel, Paul tel leth 
us, Gal. 1. That the-Goſpel which he preached, ho received it 
vor from man, nau her was he taught it, but by revela- 
| tion. 1 M * 
© Mcdiae cal. Fot the mediate Call: Under the Law, ſee the Levitical 
* _** Order, after Moſes his Diſpenſation, Lev. 21.18. he t hat 
among the Le vites was without blemiſh,&c.Namb.4.35.from 
thirty = old and upward until fifty, they were accounted 
5 = ſerv cea —=_ | 
Under gh4. Goſpel , men qualified by underſtanding. the 
; ” S:riprures, as Timothy and Titus, & c. are judged meet of- 
-» Kicially. to act in that work: Allo, all be lie vers, or the whole 
body of the Church have (occaſionally) right title ot ĩuteteſſ 
:unto t exerciſe, Att: 8. 1. The Church at Jeruſalem was all 


7 < 
- 


ſcattered? throughout the Regions of Judea ; and they 
— catered went ever where preac Brace x Cor. 


h 
14. 1. Follow charity, and defire ſpiritual gifts, but r4- 
OPER: . tha ye my preſs jibe e 
0 Church i Cor a Tight unto preaching or prophecyi 
1 had been ſin for them co have 4 5 
p to it. | 


e every particular member bach ans he 20d 


4 
* 
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| * 
freedom to ſpeak and preach forth what he hath apprehended 
or received from Almighty God, though not a ttitle unto ot; 
fice, unſeſs qualified and elected therunto by the Church. 
Now for as much as the Authority of Goſpel-Officers is 
derivative from the Church, and every Church or Society of 
people in Communion of worſhip, is either true or falſe, as it 
ſtands faft or. Jooſt unto Goſpel-foundation, therefore before 
we ſhall decypher who are to paſs for true Minifters, we ſhall 
according to ,Goſpel-evidence, define a true Church; firſt 
4 Ship, then 4 Pilot; firſt a Court, then a Preſident. 


eA true Church Defined. 


A Company of perſons (wbether in a City or fimily ) whoſe 
hearts through the bleſſing of God in the knowledge of his 
word, are brought over to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and ſubmit 
unto his commands, in a word, Believers in Goſpeb order are 
4 true Church, You have Scripture preſidents ſufficient, via. 
In Samaris,Corinth, Epheſus Gallatia, Babylon, & c. See 1 Pet, 
5: 13. Even in that tyrannical City, Chrif bad an elected or 
ſeparated people · in fellowſhip of the Goſpel, taking this deno - 
mination, viz. The Church which it at Babylon ſaluteth you. © 

We underſtand by Goſpel Order, when a number of be- 
lievers baptized into the fellowſhip of Chriſts body or 
(church) have immediate reſpeR to Chiilts Gc verument, 
without any dependency ( as to matters of faith) upon pol- 
tilique or civil jurisdiction, that is to ſay : 

All dutiful reſpect, reverence, ſupportance in neceſfity, ſab- 
miſſion unto lawful commands is to be performed from cbil- 
dren to their Parents, by virtue of Gods law, precreation, and 
nurture received from them, but for as much as their Spirits 
and. immortal being had Eſſence from Almighty God, fuch 
Lawes and Rules in point of worſhip in Religion, are to be 
Obſerved as are conſonant to the word of diffe- 
rent to the devotion of their parents; and. we 
may underſtand Chrifts words, T4, fall ca 


ö cal 0 man Father, 
&e.that is to ſay, though you wy commanded to horour * 
| 0 


(3x) | 
do reverence to your parents in outward concornments; yet in 
matters of Faith you (hall totally be fubſervient to — 
venly Father. | : 

Alſo as to civil Jurisdiction, if the Magiftracy of a Nation 
ſnall fer forth Rules and Directories for worſhip, yeu are not 
to yield ſabjeRion thereunto, unleſs conſonant to the word of 
God; bun if ſo, yet not fimply as their Edits, but as from 
God, and the fame tendency have theſe words, viz. Tex [hall 
have wo Maſter, &c. Mat. 23. 8. chat is to ſay, though in mat- 
ters of civil relation the commands of Maſters and Magiſtrates 
are to be obeyed , but in matters intrinſical betwixt Chriſt and 
the _—_ Lord is to be ſole Mafter and vicrgerent, thus I di- 
ſtinguiſn. 

: Ache people of God be caſt by providence, into Turkey. 
France, Holland, England, & v. or any Town and Cities there- 
of, all lawfulcommand, together with Tax and Ttapoſition, 
is to be ſubjected unto, being levied upon them as inhabitants. 
in the reſpecttwe places; but if it be impoſed that you muſt 
ſubmit to Mahomet, Popery, Prelacy, or rhe like, you ought 
to anſwer; nay, our Maſter is in heaven, we care not to make 
anſwer in this matter, in ſubmiſſion to Magiſtrates in civil 
things, yeelding Chriſt rhe preheminence in matters ſpiritual, 
this Sc: ipture is folfilted, #iz. Render unto Ceſar the things 
which are Caſars, and unto God the things that are Gods. 

It is mariiteft the Church of Chriſt doch conſiſt of living 
ſtones, perſons made live through the power of the Goſpeſ, 
fo become the Houſe, Temple, Church of the firft born habi- 
tation for God through the Spirit, and neither co the building 
af this Hoaſe or Church, &c. nor to the well ordering or 
Mſeipliming of the farge, auy humane coercive power is requi- 
red, but aeogether inconſtſtent, the Scripture bears full Te- 
Aimony unto this aſſertion, viz. My Kiigdom 5 not of this 
World, te. The Kings of the Earth exerciſe Lordſbip and Do- 
"mination, but it hall not be ſo among yon: The weapons of aur 
mur fart are not — — Cc. ; 

- By theſe witneſſes and many more it is evident, that the 
Charceb'of Chrift is wholly /ndependext, or hath no depen- 
deney upon Magifterial power, but on the immediate Go- 

vernmeny : 


(43) 

vermnent of Chriſt laid down in the Goſpel, and have au- 
thority, according unto Chriſte inflitution, to manage the 
affairs of the Chured in ſpiritual matters, as to election of 
Officers in the Church, reception and ejection of Members, 
&c. without the helpe or intermixture of the civil power. 

This conſidered, we may diſcern not onely Rome it ſelfe, 
but the greateſt part of all Europe, to have miliaken in their 
' endeavours in point of Church Government; and although 
there may have been divers good men in feat of Magiſtracy 
and Miniſterial Offices, yet they in their places have rather re- 
ſembled Pages running after Tyrants Chariots, then abetters 
of Chriſts Government. Waving forrain Tranſactions, I 
_ my Pen to the condition of E "gland, the Land of our 

ativity. : 

I ſhall not go ſo far back as Con ſtantius the Great, in 
whoſe time E»y land received the Chriſtian faith, but refer the 
Reader unto Hen. 8. in whoſe Raign there went a paire of 
Hheerer betwixt the Church of Englanl, and the Church of 
Rome; for about the difference of the Lady Katherine, the 
Popes Jurisdiction is diſowned, and the Clergy of En; land ac- 
cording to Act of Parliament; ſwear ſupremacy in King Henry, 
and he becomes head of their Church, and makes himſelf an 
infallible Fr peling, as may appear by Laws made Vice ſſimo Sexto, 
Hen. Od avi 1. Chap. wherein among other expreſſions, it is 
enacted, That our Soveraign Lord the King ſhall be taken and 
reputed head of the Church, called Eccleſia Anglicana , ard 
ſhall have and enjoy all honours, dignities, profits, and prehemi- 
ences thereunto belonging and appertaining, and ſhall have full 
power and authority to wiſit, repreſs, — reform, order, core 
rect, reſtrain, and amend all ſuch errors, herefies, abuſes, ef. 
fences, contemprs &ud enormi'1es whatſoe ver they be, wich by 
any manner ſpiritual anthority or juricdiition ought to be re- 
forme i, ordered, redreſſad, corrected, reſtrained, or ameaded, 
Ce. | 
By this Parliamentary Edict, you may perceive how be 
tranſlated the Diadem of the Poet Miter, and ſtuck it on 
his own Crows ; the courage of this King in 1ejeRtog the | 
Popes tyranny is commendable, but his policy in popifying _ | 

. E 2 « | 


(34) PEO 
ſelf detellable, I wiſh Exglends Reformation at this day- may. 
not ling the ſecond part to the ſame tune. . 
Obſerve alſo by the Star. 25. H. 8. Chap. 20. with what an- 
ſwera ble dexterity he inſtalleth himſelf, and ſatisfieth the Cler- 
gie, who ſ ſor the generality ) ſcruple not an Oath, neither 
umble at the removal of Foundations, provided tbeir am- 
bition aud ſelviſh intereſt is not violated. The words of the 
Statute run thus, 442. That when. his Highneſs (hall preſent 
a perſon to a Biſhoprick , then thoſe to whom he is 
directed, ſhall give and uſe to him Pal, and other benediRi-. 
ons, Ceremonies, and things requiſite for the ſame, without 
- the ſung or obtaining hereafter any Bulls or other things at 
the Ste of Rome, &. | of 
Here you may ſee that the life of Ordination is ſevered from 
the Popes Chair, and tranſplanted in King Henry : neither 
doth it fo reſt, but ſee how he inforceth his blaſphemous. 
Mette over all perſons and conſciences, ſupream Judge and. 
Moderator, io the firſt act of. Parliament made in the 34th of 
his raigo, which conſiſteth of theſe. branches. 


1. T5dals Tranſluion of the Old and New: Teſtament into 
the Engliſn Tongue, to be aboliſhed. , 
2. None to, ſpeak againſt the real preſence or. Sacrament 
of the Altar. | | | 
3. All Books for maintenance of Anabaptiſts, to be abo- 
liſhed according to the Kings Proclamation. . 0 
4. The Ble not to be read in Engliſh, No women or Ar- 
tiſicers Prentices or Journy · men, of the degrees of Yeomen, 
or under, Huzbandmen nor Labourers, ſhall read the New. 
Teſtament in Engliſh. 
5. Nothing ſball be taught and maintained contrary to the 


Kings mind. : 
Lou may ſee what careis taken by this Statute to uphold. 
Ant chriſt. and ſuppreſs the Goſpel :- We ſhall ſpeak a little 
of it btanc h- meal. 
Firſt, By care that Tyndala Engliſhing of the Bible be abo- 
lified ; we way. perceive the nature of a Tyrant bang pre- 


* (35) 
ſcription or known ruld either for Juſtice or Religion], leſt 
his arbitcary power might receive a check, or bis luſt not have 
the preheminence, the law or rule of Jaltice which is the life 
of the body, bow bath it been kept in an unknown Tongue, 
which if any could read, yet the ſence thereof muſt be left to a 
few mercenary Miniſtrators, who e're they will loſe their dig 
ties and fallaries, betray the peoples Libercies to will of Ty- 
rants, in the caſe of Ship-mony, with other preſidents might 
be inftanced, giving that for good law to day, which to mor- 
row they can conltrue to be Treaſon : ſo likewiſe the Goſpel, 
which is the life of the ſoul, muſt be hoodwinkt in an un- 
known Tongue, that the arbitrary Edict of prerogative 
Councels, might receive no check in the peoples underſtand- 


ing. | 
| y RO For none to ſpeak 8painft Real preſence, ſeeing 
it was the groſſeſt piece of Popery, therefore thoughe requi- 
fire by law to prevent de hate thereof: when Tyrants rules want 
reaſon, Tyrants Laws muſt make truth Treaſon. 
- Thirdly, For extinguiſhing the light of believers Baptiſm, 
or Anaba ptiſts, ſignifiech two remarkable things ; Firſt, That 
Anabaptiſts were Martyrs and ſufferers in the times of perſe · 

cution. 

Secondly, That they are not an upſtart Judgement, as the 
Clergy ( not for want of ignorance ) do affitm. 

Fourthly, Why Women, Artificers, Prentices, Husband- 
men, &c. are debarred reading of the Scriptures, theſeſpoli- 
tick ends may be obſerved. 8 

Firſt, as to prevention of all · Vomen from the knowledge of 
Gods Word, it might be forepriſed, that happily. they would. 
divulge thoſe truths which their Husbands by reaſon of penall- 
Laws were forced to keep in ſilence, and the Lord in times of 
Tyranny, when mens hearts have failed, ( as in the caſe ob. 
Deborah might be inſtanced) hach. preferred che Feminine 
Sex befote the Maſculine gender. It was Qua- tarmans opiniz 
on upon obſervation of the Gallantry of Spirit in the Citixens. 
wives to the cauſe of God, that thi Generation yeelded more 
Women then Men to the Kingdom of Heaven. = 

Secondly, The prohibition of. Artificers, Hubandmen, La- 


bourers;*. _ 


1 bil. Mar, 8. 


(36) 


1 bourers, & . and leaving the rich at liberty, was becauſe men 


of means though they knew truth, yet were tyed from decla- 
ring the fame, , teft Pemoters and Apparitor make harveſt on 
cheir Eſtates, and in this ſeuſe riehes become 2 ſnare, and po- 
verty a bleſſiag to the Goſpe), otherwiſe in this age Gods peo- 
ple might Engliſh. wiſe bs Recufanted. 

Fifthiy, In nothing to be taught contrary ro the Kings 

mind, here we ſee a manifeſt Piture of Aatichriſ ſitting io 
the ſeat of God, yet more excuſable then clandeſtine uſur- 
pers who do the ſame thing, under pretence of Reformation 
or blaſphemy. | _ 
By this offered it is manifeſt, that Romer intereſt is exettt. 
ded, and that the Ordination and ſtanding jure Humano, which 
the Clergy interpret outward call, hath its riſe ( ab origine) 
from the brain of that naſty Fox : now we (hall proceed. 

Henry, this head dies, takes his leave of the body, in lieu 
whereof his little boy about twelve Fears old, is proclaimed 
King, head of the Church, &. a 

He likewiſe departs, and Mary the Queen unites the body, 
to wit, the National Clergy to their proper Head, re-inveſt- 
ing that Holy Father the Pope to his former dignity. Cardinal 
Pool abſolves the Nation, and the Parliament, whether for 
fear of loſing Ab5ors Lands parchafed, or to evade the Popes 
curſe, mabe a wonderful penfiverecantation. 

But this frame breaks to pieces by Maries departure;andinow 
Elizabeth, though the feminine Gender, is the head, after her 
Zames of Scotland, then Charles his Son muſt be the Head and 

fender of the Faith of the Church of Eagle, u ho could 
not protect his own head from the Block j and without doubt. 
a body ( unleſs a monſter) dieth with i:he head; but not 
meant here by prezching of the Goſpel, for that work is not to 
be laid aſide for the Popes uſe thereof. 58 

By thFit appeateth, char the national Clergy was not a 


. Chunch conſtituted or buiſt aſter Chrifts order, bus a meers 


production from Ryme cheriſhed in Eng land to uphold 8 Rats 
policy ; what I now offer, was the ſence of the Lords peo 
ple, ſtigmatized Parirans about 40. 41. alſo of the choicell 
and pious intereſt of the pubſique Miniſtry, but from * 


(FF) 


becoming Mafters, and iofuing forth Letters of Adriniſtraric. 
on for Epiſcopal domination, ( exchanging the name, but 


preſerving the thing) loſt their favour, and without conver- 
fron ac unſavory ſak reputed. , 

Presbyters prove their Biſhops Antichriſtian , and Bi- 
ſhops ſay the Pope is Autichrif; let us exerciſe our reaſon, the 


Pope is the Father of the Biſhop, and the Presbyter ( as to 


ſtandinꝑ Eccleſialtical ) the Biſhops Son. | 
For the pretended right of ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles, 


that of recefitymuſt be loſt, foraſmuch.as of all hands muſt 


be granted, that the Pope with Hewy, were Eccleſiaſtical in- 
truders and uſarpers. | a , 


For outward cal, the Clergy have none according unto Go-- 


ſpel rule, by help ot friends, money, &c, they are maintained 


in a Coltedge ; and when they have canted Lopgick-for a time, 


and paſſed fome ceremonies, then ex ipſo falto become Mirit- 
ſters, poſſeſs a parfonage, enflave rhe Conſcience and Eſtates 
of the peopte. 

Now really the Miniſters of the National way may buſh at 
the endeavoured vindication of their Presbytery to be by di- 


vine right; and foraſmuch as there be many eminentiy gifted 


in that function, all the harme 1 wiſh them i, that they would 
deny themſelves of their unpoſpel-like ſanding by virtue of 


any politique or Academical conſtitution, and { according to 


the example of divers of their judicious bretbreo ) lift them- 
ſelves members in the fellowſhips gathered after Goſpel-order, 


that fo according to Goſpel inſtitution they may be ordained, . 


and ſent forth as meſſengers rightly and duly ſet apart for the 
Miniftey ot the word. oy 
But ſaith the carnal Goſpeller, what ? Shall we that have 


read the Fathers, and are —— wich the Originals, the 


Hebrew, Grerk, and Latine Tonguet, come to learn of High- 


ſhooes, and Mechanicks, the way to heaven; doth net Peter 
ſny, Unicarm d men per vert the Jcripture to their own deſtru- 


dam, of. 
Ianſwer, It is well knpwn the reputed Fathers were nei- 


ther cleux ox unanimous in the matters of Reſigiomz and be it 


Object. 


An(w!. 


* 


> WI 


(3) © 


granted they were men of great parts, and much reading, yer 


is poſſible (and in all ages manifeſt) that there hath zppear- 
ed more of the preſence of Gods Spirit and power of Religi- 
on in the Society of godly poor men, called Mecbanicks, then 
in the large Conftory of the Learned-Rabbies: | 

If we look back to the age wherein Chrift appeared in the 
ficſh, ' who were more ignorant or averſe to the way of Chriſt 
then Scribes, Phariſees, Doctors of the Law, Cc. but the 
peor they received the Goſpel, | | 
lo fucceeding generations, where was the banner of Anti- 
chriſt more diſplayed then in the Court of Cardinals, general 
Counſels, &c. whereof ſome of thoſe Fathers were Mem- 
bert? but the Standard of Chrift maintained at the ſtake by 
thoſe poor Souls called Heretichs, Schifmaticks, ec. 
Take the Biops Convocations, with the Presbyters Synod 
there you may find pride, uſurpation, with combination a- 
gainſt truth, and Chriſt in his Members; but the truth of the 
Goſpel and power of godlineſs hath had their reſidence in 8 
tmall number of deſpiſed and derided ones, termed Parieans, 
Brownifts, Anabaptiſts, Independent. Tub-preachers, “ 

As the Lord Jeſas-was rather to be found ia a poor Dilſci- 


-ples Tenement, then in a Prelates pallace, ſo in theſe late 


dayec, the preſence of the Spirit of God, truth and power of 


Religion bath been more evidently manifeſt, and powerful 
- preached in a poor Cottage then in a. gay Synagogue, whi 
there is admiring of perſons and idobzing of arts: This is 


hard to be enderſtood, but through diligent ſearch of the 

Scriptures, and frequenting the meetings of the Lords peo- 
ple (ſeeing the Lord hath given man two ears, therefore both 
parties oughe to be beard) and if paffion doth not exceed rea- 


. Jon, it will fully be manifeſt, that the Religion or manner of 
-. worſhip after the National way, is meerly Tradition, their 
- houſe ot Church like a Fabrick which hath no foundation, and 
dare boldly ſay (Hypocrices and Apoſtates excepted) that 


no man furniſhed with reaſon can ſpeak evil of the Indepen- 


dent way, but ſuch who are ignorant of it. 
For humane Learning, as the Hebrew, Greek, and Lative 


Tongues 


, ” 
— — — —— ——— 


(38) 


Tongues is a comely-Ornament; andacqfirable by both Sex- 


es through induſtry, he ther in Chriſtians or Pagans ; but 
ſimply in its ſelf: gives neither grace, or mortifies any ſin - 
Hack nor many a Father ſent -a civil ſon to the Univerſity, 
and notwithſtanding his Humane Learning, had him re- 


turned back a Rutter -> Let experience teach us; for take 
Allromameru, ' Phyſicians, Lawyeri, Price, Chyraryions, 


Schoolmaſttrs , Cv. unto whole adminiſtration the know- 
ledge of the Tongues ſtands inſeparable, and compure them 
wich other Tradeſ- man that are illiterate; ſes if you finde 
got mote Sweaters;\Drunkards, Luxurious, Covetous, De- 
ceitful, Envious, Profane, Wicked, and Miſ- living Perſons 
out of that Gang, degree for degtee, then of any Faculty 


w 22 


whatſoever : begin at the Merchant - man unto him that 


chreſheth for his Living, and make more mock-holy-days then 
Journey-metrStivemikers/'' {NH 


The moſ&'that''can be ſaid for Humane Learning, is, That 


t giyethà more clear inſpection as ro Otiginit Cepiĩes, but in 
is ſelf it addeth no niote light to a ſoul, chen Spectacles to 
a blinde man; thus ic may be illuſt rated, Suppoſe we read 
CHMatth. 3. 10% Now is the Ax laid to the root of the Tree, 
ard every Tree that Cc. And likewiſe by helpor knowledge 
in the Tongues, read the ſaid Text in Latine, Greek, or o- 
ther Original Copies, thz' ſenſe is ſtill the ſame, or to the 
like effect; but rhe underſtanding of the minde of God 
theſe words, viz. as by the Ax and Tree mankinde and Gods 
Juſtice is repreſented, and every perſon rexeRing-che know- 
ledge of his Will, ſhall (if he bringeth not forth fruit ac- 
cordingly) be hewed up from the land of the living, and as 
an unfruirful cumbting Tree, caſt into flaming vengeance. 
This, or the like Meditation may be as full, if not more 
tevalent in the underſtanding of a poor Saint, who only 
owech his — Tongue, then in one of your — 
Linguifts ſpeaking many Langu iges. Suppoſe a man having 
two ſons, —— he din - look to his affairs do neſtich 
the other (to his great charge) he ſends into Spain, France, 
Italy, Dennie c, to learm Languages, ot that you call 
vues F Breeding; 


Simile 


(48) 
Breeding 3 May it aot be poſſible (yea and probable) for'thy' 
childe hame-bred, ta know as Much of the — df God, as 
the Trauſmaritime Son 2- If you have read Doctor Help 
8 vadis; 08:Cenſure of Travel, it will ſomyrhat parallel 
116 Matter. 1 US j | 4 Ji YON 5% 
And this offered, is not intended to obfirut or diſ incline 
rlons com training up tha children in the knowledge af 
ongues,. ot ether Liberal Sciences ; for no rational man can 
have animolity. to human: Learning, or UIniverſities, being 
Nurferies thereunto;bur as the Englilb-thereof bath tendeney 
toan inſulking Frerogative, making fortunes for the rich, by 
the runes of the poor. . | «M1074 723.1 
t hath been obſerved, that if a great man have plurality of 
| males, that his eldeſt haply may (ell of che Univerhry, for 
N F agrees it matters not, being Hein to a large Patrimony, he 
beurer 76 the bath other fiſh to fry ; but the younger brothers ſball have 
— x mind Feliow{hips-(forfew-or none bet ih mens ſonis have ſuch 
A, places * forinalizies ;- if one ripe witted, then for a 
| Berriftergthat gradat im thro gh fees and ſallary office ha may 
equal liae his elder brocher ; if one of dull capacity, or ocher« 
wiſc in nature defect ive, then for a Prieſt; ani a preſentation. 
being ready coa Benefice of two or three hundred pounds pen 
anmu, he is provided for 1 if he prove lofey, lazy, or incapa- 
cious of the Miniſtery, the Fyrhes are farmed, and flock pa- 
gured by a Joutneyman-: 1 know mention of theſe things 
grates upon ſome {pities, but let poor 1ſacheriaps tell how. 
the $hos pinchech, for the Tray{ater will not eaſe the foxry 
This by digreſſion, now we proceed. ä 
It is evident, that as all Seripture was given by inſpiration, 
ſo alſo the underſtanding thereof cometh not by mans acqui 
induſtry, but by revelation of the Spitit of ; and. why 
ſhould ic be thought ſtrange that as in che initiation af the 
Co el, ſo to the propagation thereof; H Gad make: uſe. of 
F ſher nen, Tent- nakers, and ocheriHandicrafrs, for Meſſon · 
gers and Miniſters of tha Word and Ordinanoes, the re is muck - 
96, Divine reaſ on for it from this cenſiderati on. 
A the Lord in all ages, rg 


: Gally in che piopigaton of * 600 hath ap Inilpal aim 


ee ory, iv likewiſe the means, and i bs fo to 
cart on the ſame, ſhall be ſuch as may moſt advance his own 


X Now. if the Goſpel, ot way of God ſhould be wholly 

tranſmitted unto great Scholars, 2 2 urniſhed with ac- 

-quired Arts, chen Hamane Learn Narural Wiſdom 

would beſt harers in the gh glory of the Work; but if the way of 

God or the Goſpet be held forth by illiterate or unleatned 

perſons, ſuch as 87 and John, then the Lord will have all 
che praiſe; who hath giyen ſuch gifts unto men. 

But ic is, objected, The independent Way is not ot God, 
kor they cannot agree among rhemſelyes ; and do you not ſec 
Baprized rs to fall into high hocions, and with (opp, 
and Salmon, turn Seekers, Ranters, Nc. If (ruth wete known, 
ey are all alike. 

wer, if differences abdut rcuriftances is matters of 
Religion, or particular dif- ſatisfaction be an abſolute ſym- 
ptome of an evil way, then Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, who 
Tea . not their an ep * 17 in the truth 
veri mg urch chat eyer Was ſince 
Mer rag rime, W wete not a Rom ſuch milcarr ae Lite dne 
degree) but it is wiſh'd the Fellowſhips of the be care- 
ful bee the hey giye offence in this natuxe. 
* o, W. ee in eee times, ſo i in 
6 ena. exander, and Hymencys hays fellow 
but 2 Hard meaſufe to judge the Churctrat (5 75 et Wt 
ing to one Inceſtudus Perſon : Becayſe, 560 Wh Fe Yes, 
doth it Follow tht eleven were Tragiors ? © 
A ſociety in Fellowſhip doth 3 a «Fa, wherein 


chert bas Bis fore I poryrichtt nding all che care, 


eaten 57 Kaese 
len ing 1 57 5 : I 5 


(42). 


Then it will follow, that the Ide dent Fellow 
are rizhreous Commumions, and in Goſpel Order, — 
ſtanding there may be irregular perſons unawares intermixt 
amongſt then, for as much due care is had that the weight of 
Excommunication be infl ed on diſturbers unleſs fre wented 
by repentance. 

1 deſire all-unbyafſed petſdns before hey paſs ſentence 
againſt the Body of Independents, for the miſcarriages of ſome 
Members, to conſider thee A VIZ, 


Firlt, Je. It is more then that Ho e have laid hold on 
— Eu = 15 pony of. the Altar: : and 
no won wh if time diſcover ſuch. hyp6« 

Secondly, It may be ſome lit == in Fellowſhip, 


more for far ten Chyiſt ;.. and when the Loaves fail, no 
'wond: 2r if theſe fail alſo... © bh 

we bifdly; It may be many hive owned! the Wa 7 of ha, up- 
on the Principles of the Mother pf. Zelediet children, more 
for felt promotion,: then Chtiſts Inteteſt; and when Thrift 
comes to ſuffer, no wonder if tleſe face, abbut. Much in 
this nature was manifeſt upon the Giſlcation of that eruſa- 
lem Partiathenc, who Voted mote iberty” for the. People i in 
one afternoon, then all. Pari Ale $ have ated nee or be- 
fore in five hundred eas. 

Lattly, aff . perſont wle love the Bag, fot Lucre 
of the Big will betrzy their Mater; the Apoſtle Paul much 
ſimented — ſuch 7 be found in the r Phil. 3. 


18.— 28 W; alk, F how 1 have told you often, and naw 
fell 1 A Are emenvies fe f Croſs .of Fits z 
ard kids, 0 Ged & their belly, who ſe gh 


2 ame, who minde earthly 2525 „Ce. 
Ao cyery ſobet 11 85 55 Wil conſider, thir members in. 
Mele 


fellowfhip are not nei e Te ſu byes, 
unto paſſions: 12 * dagſxof 
re uf 9 17 ts 16 Weber. 
— 51 tk of Hh 122 150 1 miſe ves 1 the failing, 
05 for «Ir j py now, 28 it was in 16: 38. and 1640. 


wach e godly people of this Ve, weer Paritans, Who. 


fi L 


(4 


rafing no re liſ in the portage of Mong· dung - duſt Prieſti tri 
vell 


ſome miles to hear 2 godly Miniſter; and if any Puri. 
tan (forermen) failed in converſationed, this was one diſn at 
the table, one (tory in the pulpit, and a ſong for the drunkards, 
not conſidering thit all, or mott of all who hang liveries on 
Fiburn, and deck bars of Goal; deliveries, are ſuch who are 
of their own” Church, I remember 2 Gentleman who rode 
the Inſland circuit in 1655. in the caſe of one who was in4 
dicted fo: matters ahout Religion different from the Publique 
way, the Judge demanded, if the Priſoner knew G. F. The 
Prifoner anſwzred, Yea; The Jadge ſaid, Doſt thou know 
where G. F. is > The Priſoner replied, F do not know. The 
Judge ſaid, 111 tell thee where he is, He is now in ſuch 4 
Goal for getting a woman with childe, There ir the fruit of 
Jour Religion ; and wit hal, inclining to laughter, ſome of the 
Bench, but hund-eds in the Courr-tonformed; others more 


fober, thought the Gentleman wanted ſpectacles for his rea- 


for; not conſidermg that all, or ſo many of the Priſoners 


who ſtood indicted at the bar for Witchcraft, Murt her, Adu! 


rery, Felony, & e. were members of his own Church; yet 
the Religion of the Judge (if any) muſt not be ſpoken againſt; 
bur this was after rife Sheriffs dinner. Really we Engliſh 
Packhorſes,' allas, Teomen, have bèen ſadded to canficer,when, 
the lives and eſtates of our brethren are concerned,thar Judge, 


Officers, ant inqueſt, ſhould gde themſelves up unto fuch vo 


luptuouinefs, when faſting with prayer is more requiſite; But 
now we ſhall to the matter in hand. 5 


Object. But ſays the ſelviſh Goſpellers, If w jou with: 


baptized PilVowſhrps, we muſt leave off tythes and 'ſallary-wiſe 
preaching, and then how ſhall me and our families ds to ſub- 
2 | 


— 


A. Her. It is yerily thought, iff a ſatisfctory anſwer could 


be giyen unto this Objection, the matter in difference would 
ſoon be ended: But where the way of ' God is inconſiſtent to 


7private intereſt, t here it meets wih ſtrongeſt oppoſit ion: 


one ſo violent againſt the Apoſtles as Dametuius and tus fel- 


lam Strinemakers: The cauſe Why ? Their craft was brought 
. * 


ad Lib 4.4 — 


— (44) 5 
1 Upon not much different account it is, that the 
rs RR ſtorm, and ſer the people in a tage, when 
the Meſſengers of Baptized Churches approachtheir Pariſhes 
ot Publique Places. 5 « | 
And foraſmuchas the National Clergy would be accounted 
a Golpel Miniſtrey, lat us examine whether tythes, or any 
kinde of forced ſtipend be a maintenince watrantable from 
the word of . | 
The Wiſeman hath a ſaying, There is an end unto all things 
under the Sam: Which end doth not ſimply relate go a dls. 
lution, but romapifeſt-chat there is a moving cauſe propoſed 
in every action, cnterprize ot determination hat ſoeyer ; and 


when the end is accompliſhed, then the induſtry, endeavour 


ind incumbancy as to that action, entetprize or determinati · 
on ceaſeth alio, as may be inttanced.  . | 2H 
. - There is à command given, and endeavours uſed to reyes 4 
Caſtles ; but upon ſurrender, ot by ſtorm taking of che 1 
the end is accompliſhed, and the conimand wich endeayours 
ceaſe in order. 9 
- The original cauſe or end for the inſticution of Tythes 


was, that thereby the Prieſts of the Law might in a typical 


Miniliration hold forch· that Propitiatory ſacrifice, the Lord 
Je us Chriſt, who by Atonement made chrough his blood 
ſhed upon the Croſs, put a period to that ſhadowing Mini- 
rey ; read Heb. g, &c. that will ſatisfie: But I — ita 
granted on all hands, that Chriſt being once offered, there 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin. 1 
Then it is evident, chit if the end and cauſe for which 
Tythes was commanded be aboliſhed and taken away, then 
Tyches alſo do ceaſe, and Rand annihilated. Z» time of 


War when Norchampton was Garriſoned, then it was juſt aha 
f; but in 


the Conmrey pay comribution to maintenance there | 
times of Peace, when the Garriſon 5s diſmantled, then to exatt 
ontrabation, the Conntrey people have much wroug. The caſe 
is the ſame, or more unreaſonable, for Goſpel-Pro- 
felling Miniſters to exact Tyches after the manner - che 

ln | | 24 9 n. 


* 


30 5 
£ * 


ah Jo, 
1 * 


Engliſh, therefore it is not Tawful to read the Word of God 


Law, when the end of that Law is by Chriſt accompliſn- 
ed. . 
Object. But we do not hold Tythes by Divine Right, ur 
plead for them as due to me from the Wordof God, but by vert 
of the Law of the Land. \ 
1 anſwer, This is a poor ſhift, to fly from the immortal 
Word bf. God, to the mutable Laws of worldly Autheri- 
ties; This is in effect to deny, that the Goſpel ts not a 
perfect Rule for a Chriitiin in Spiritual matters, with- 
our the help of Decrees from man, whoſe Laws Legiſla- 
tively (though diſſonant to Scripture and Reaſon ) every 
ſober minded Profeſſor ought to ſubject unto, if not by 
doing, yer ſuffering the penalt ies for non-performance, as 
may be inſtanced from Daniel and the Lord Chriſt himſelf, 
in relation to Governments of Nebuchadueæ xar and 
Cafiy : But foraſmuch as the National Miniſtrey profeſſe 
chemielves to be Chriſtians, then (pro confeſſo) they Rand 
oncerned as to their Miniſttu ion in the Goſpel, fo obſerye 
the Rules of Chriſts GOoꝰ nment. | 
Obſerve alſo the vanity of grounding an Argument upon 
this foundation, Pars: 
"The Law of chis Nation hath forbidden the Script ire in 
in our Mother Tongue. a 
The Lay of this Nation hath forbidden marriage in the 
Clergy ; therefore. Eccleſiaſtical perſons may not marry 


wives. A 


Conſider alſo, That all Tyranny upon Conſcience, and 


oppteſſion on Eſtates, h ve hid original from the witts of 


Authorities, and the Laws of the Norman Gag (Statutes of 
—— muſt be obſerved ; but the undefiled Word of God 
and Chriſt muſt not be pleaded in any Court, unleſs a man in 
ſpeaking truth will beſpeak a Priſon... 
89 3 A 2 . 
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RE. I 
POSTSCRIPT. 


Dome Sentences in — Treatiſe may appear ts 
deviate from * Goſ 5 Sobriety ; _ if, the 
Reader weigh the deadneſs and Ap of this 
preſent Gren it will be mat 5 ve ar as if 
be time of Eliah 1 z {o now, a recorting reprehen- 
fion. may be more Top die then a grade. Sum. 
req 0 the Ph aſe p Pat to pubeli Mi 
tot taſe Pr ini- 
ers, is not out of any rejudice t ev of 
lde Ninittry, or 'contempr of thoſe who are . 
ot painful in their. M airing, but to. hgnivy 
;miſtake that they are-guilty of in fliling the 
the Miniſters ot Chriſt, when they . declare 


themſelves to be the Miniſters of Moſer, + eir 


coe rtionof. T Tythesand forced Maintenance; 


the I od {and this NR pon can Leer 
- Tythes but under Denomination: 1. 
is no wrong dane. in giving of 4 * 


Ker, 204 6 
— — & 1, . | 15 4 64. 


Ste 
"FT = 


/ Some faults have eſcaped the Preſs, cel them in 
Y 2 onn Res | W. H. 
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